
Be seekers of truth and doers of justice

This Chronicle brings news 
of the retirement of five much 
loved, long standing members 
of staff who between them 
have given 142 years of 
loyal and committed service 
to Loreto College. Each of 
these fine educators has 
contributed greatly to the 

education of thousands of young women 
in the Mary Ward tradition. At year’s 
end, the students and staff took great 
delight in awarding each of them “Honour 
Pockets” in recognition of their outstanding 
commitment, generous service and 
leadership. Their Honour Pockets along 
with the year each one began teaching at 
Loreto are as follows:
• Dr Raimund Irmer (1983) – Academic 

Excellence & Service to Science
• Mrs Kerry Williams (1985) – Academic 

Excellence & Service to Cultural and 
Creative Enrichment

• Mr Patrick Elsworthy (1986) – 
Excellence in Leadership, Service to 
State and National Education &  
School Spirit

• Mr Bryan Deveson (1988) – Academic 
Excellence & Service to Pastoral Care

• Mr William Kenny (1991) – Academic 
Excellence & Service to Social Justice

Collectively and individually, they will 
be remembered for their intellect, their 
creativity, their felicity, their encouragement 
and their goodness. We thank them 
sincerely for all that they have given so 
generously over so many years and wish 
them every blessing and joy in the years  
to come. 
So, as we look to 2015, we begin a new 
chapter of the Loreto Coorparoo story. It 
begins with the arrival of Year 7’s which 
will transform us from a school with 
700 students to a school with over 800 
students; from a school with 70 teachers 
to a school with almost 80 teachers; from 
a school with 620 families to a school with 
over 700 families. 

From the Principal

On a beautiful afternoon in October, 
Loreto connections past and present 

gathered for the opening and blessing 
of Cruci, our striking new building at the 
Cavendish Road entrance to the College.

Cruci was opened by 
Margaret Mary Flynn ibvm, 
Loreto Province Leader, 
and blessed by Fr Paul 
Sireh, Mt Carmel Parish 
Priest. The name Cruci 
means Cross and is a 

reference to the Loreto motto ‘Cruci dum 
spiro fido’ which translates as ‘While I live 
I trust in the Cross’. This central symbol of 
Christianity is incorporated in the design 
of the building with a cross clearly visible 
in the wall facing onto Cavendish Road. 
The name Cruci is also a reference to 
what has become the College hymn, 
‘Cruci dum Spiro Fido’, written by  
Deirde Browne ibvm while she was 
Community Leader at Coorparoo. Sr 
Dierdre was able to attend the opening 
and was delighted to hear the Chorale sing 
‘Cruci’ for the first time in this new building.
The opening of Cruci marks the 
completion of Stage One of our Loreto 
Master Plan. Throughout the day, guests 
had the opportunity to tour all elements of 
Stage One – including expansion to the 
Home Economics, Hospitality and Textiles 
facilities and the Tuckshop. They were also 
able to enjoy the festivities at the College’s 
fifth annual Live & Wired Music Festival 
and the Art Show.
We extend our deep appreciation to 
the many who worked so diligently and 
gave so generously to bring this inspiring 
educational space to fruition. 

The Chorale concludes the Opening Ceremony by 
singing ‘Cruci dum Spiro Fido” The Cross visible in the front wall of Cruci

(L-R) Mrs Diane Bukowski - Chair of Council, 
Margaret Mary Flynn ibvm, Fr Paul Sireh

(L-R) Mrs Cheryl Hamilton, Emily Smallhorn,  
Deirdre Browne ibvm (Emily submitted the name 
‘Cruci’ when possible names for the new building 
were sought)
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“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! 
Go sideways? Impossible! Go forward? 
Only thing to do! On we go!” So up he 
got, and trotted along with his little sword 
held in front of him and one hand feeling 
the wall, and his heart all of a patter and 
a pitter.  
― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit
And so we go forward into 2015, with 
our hearts a little bit of “a patter and 
a pitter”. Next year, one third of the 
students (the Year 7’s and the Year 8’s) 
will be new to the school as will be many 
of their families. Additionally, we will 
have a significant number of new staff. 
It is critical that we make every effort 
to ensure that the essential elements 
that define our unique Loreto ethos 
and culture are named, shared and 
celebrated. Like me, the Seniors of 2015 
are very excited about this challenge. 
The staff and I are very much looking 
forward to working with the student 
leaders to ensure that we welcome and 
induct the many new members of our 
community. Our fervent hope is that they 
will feel connected very quickly and that 
Loreto soon becomes for them a place 
to call home. 

Mrs Cheryl Hamilton
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Year 8 STEM Challenge

IBVM News

In August this year, Year 8 students 
embarked on an exciting cross-

curricular challenge over two days. 
The focus of this STEM challenge was 
to engage our students in the field of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics, which has traditionally been 
a male dominated domain. Leaders in the 
tertiary sector and industry are actively 
seeking females to pursue careers in 
the STEM field as they bring an added 
dimension of perspective, creativity, 
ingenuity and professional excellence. 
The girls worked in small groups to build 
a scale replica of a bridge that could be 
used as a pedestrian link between the 
Science laboratories and Cruci, which was 
then under construction, using materials 
such as paddle pop sticks, glue, string 
and cardboard. Each girl had a defined 
role: engineer, designer, quantity surveyor, 
construction manager, project manager 
and spokeswoman/recorder. Each group 
was then judged according to its bridge’s 
maximum load capacity, aesthetic appeal, 
creativity in design, construction costs and 
build quality. 
There was a wonderful ‘buzz’ of activity, 
energy and visible thinking throughout 
the two days and great excitement when 

it came time to determine the winning 
bridge. A ‘real life’ dimension was brought 
to the challenge with architects from 
Thomson Adsett speaking to the girls 
about the design and construction process 
and about career opportunities in this field. 
They were highly impressed with the girls’ 
efforts and with the value of this activity. 
Congratulations to Ms Tania Gallen,  
Year 7 & 8 Teaching & Learning 
Coordinator, and Mr Adrian Corrado,  
Mr Gavin Swanson, Mr Matt Lourigan and 
Mr Russ Morgan, Curriculum Leaders in 
Mathematics, Science and Technology.

 Enrolment at Loreto College 

For more information on your daughter’s prospective enrolment please contact,  
Ms Emma Beach, Manager of Enrolments on:  
P: 3394 9999 or E: enrol@loreto.qld.edu.au

YEAR 7 2018 - CLOSING SOON

Loreto College is currently accepting enrolment applications  
for Year 7 2018 (students in Year 4 2015).

APPLICATIONS CLOSE ON FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2015.

Offers will be made during Term 1, 2015. Applications received after  
Friday 6 February 2015 will be placed on a waiting list.

YEAR 7 2019 - NOW OPEN

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2019 (students in Year 3 2015)  
are now open and will close on 5 February 2016.

Loreto College only conducts interviews for students already accepted into  
the College and these will be held when students are in Year 6.

Be seekers of truth and doers of justice.

Open Day
Sunday 9 August

10.00am to 12.30pm

The 2015 Loreto College  
Open Day for prospective families  
will be held on Sunday 9 August  

commencing at 10.00am  
and concluding at  

approximately 12.30pm.

Further details will be available  
on the College website  

www.loreto.qld.edu.au.
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Orientation for Years 7 & 8 2015

Year 8 Orientation Day

Year 7 Orientation Day

Current students welcome their younger sisters  
to Loreto

An important step in the journey 
to becoming a Loreto student is 

Orientation Day which is held for in-
coming students in the October prior to 
their commencement at the College. 
In 2014, two Orientation Days were 
needed – one for our 2015 Year 8’s and 
one for our 2015 Year 7’s. The main 
objective of this day is to give students 
a positive experience of a school day at 
Loreto, a chance to meet some of the girls 
who will be in their cohort and a sense of 
the many exciting opportunities ahead. 
We hope this will allay any concerns or 
anxieties about the move to secondary 
school and build their confidence and 
anticipation about this exciting step. 
It is also an opportunity for parents to 
meet some key staff and to be provided 
with information about procedures and 
services at Loreto. The girls made pizzas, 
conducted Science experiments and 
enjoyed Art and Drama activities. They 
joined in games run by the Year 12’s at 
lunchtime and were highly impressed 
with the Tuckshop! It was a delight to 
meet the girls and to begin the process of 
welcoming them as the newest members 
of our Loreto community.
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Loreto Justice 
Circles

Walking to end Human Trafficking

What is it? A small group who have 
identified and share concerns about a 
social justice issue.
Who’s in the circle? Loreto Coorparoo 
past pupils and other members of our 
wonderful community.
What’s involved? Form a relationship 
with an organisation and offer pro bono 
support based on the group’s skill sets 
and experience.
Who is the Coorparoo circle working 
with now? A local women’s hostel, 
devising activities that are sensitive 
to the environment and that boost 
self-esteem, provide practical skills or 
address immediate needs.
Like to know more? Join the 
conversation on Facebook; search 
‘Loreto Justice Circles – Coorparoo’

The 2014 SRC Walkathon was held in June to raise 
funds in support of Project Futures: End Human 
Trafficking. This organisation, begun by a Loreto 
Normanhurst past pupil, works to prevent human 
trafficking and exploitation.Students were invited to 
participate dressed as an inspirational woman from 
any era under the theme of ‘Sincerity Sisters’. Over 
$3000 was raised for this very important cause
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Year 10’s embrace the challenges of high ropes and 
abseiling at their Camp

Year 12 Formal

Year 10 Camp
Elegance and glamour at the Year 12 Formal
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Loreto Stars of 2014
Congratulations to
Riah Manser and Madelyn Kelley  
(Year 8) who qualified as Surf Life Savers 
after completing their Surf Rescue 
Certificates. Both girls will go on patrols 
for Southport and Palm Beach this 
summer. They will also provide Water 
Safety for Nippers on the weekends. 
Madelyn also competed in the Junior 
State Surf Life Saving titles. 

The 10.1 Debating Team, Anna King,  
Kitty Lloyd, Brigitte Mastry,  
Austen Whitewood and Taylor 
Whitewood (Year 10) and the 11.1 
Debating Team, Lauren Causer,  
Leah Carey, Georgia Garrett, Kate 
O’Sullivan and Stephanie Samios 
(Year 11) who made it through to the semi-
finals of the QDU Debating Competition.
Lauren Michael and Taylor Whitewood 
(Year 10) who were selected for the 
YMCA Youth Parliament.
Tiarnee Miller, Anna King and  
Mikaela Keyser (Year 10) who were 
appointed to the Lord Mayor’s Youth 
Advisory Council and the Student 
Environmental Leadership Network. As 
a representative on LMYAC, Tiarnee 
collaborated with 60 other Year 10 
students to develop initiatives with the 
Council for Young People. Anna and 
Mikaela worked with other students 
on SELN to provide perspectives on 
issues related to the environment and 
sustainability. 
Georgia Bishop-Cash (Year 8) on her 
selection to compete in the following 
competitions: Australian Open Swimming 
Competition in Brisbane, the Basketball 
Nationals in Canberra and the Australian 
Multi-Class Swimming Competition in 
Sydney. Georgia won a gold medal 
in Canberra at the National Junior 
Wheelchair Basketball under 21’s. She 
was the youngest and the only girl in the 
Queensland team. 
Rebecca Marshall and Madeleine Lloyd 
(Year 12) on their wins in the Lions 
Youth of the Year Zone Finals and on 
their success in making the Regional 
Finals. Both girls performed to very 
high standards with Rebecca Marshall 
winning the round. Rebecca also won the 
State Title in the Lions Youth of the Year 
Competition held in Cairns. 

Meg Ingram (Year 12) and  
Matilda Ingram (Year 10) who travelled 
to Italy with the “Voices of Birralee” 
competing in the “Concorso Corale 
Internationale” at Riva del Garda. 
Georgia Johnson (Year 11),  
Kate Hutchins (Year 11) and  
Tiaan Smith (Year 9) who were selected 
to the Queensland Elite Development 
Program in Volleyball.
Felicity White (Year 9) on her selection  
to represent Queensland in the  
Australian Gymnastics Championships 
held in Melbourne. 
Edwina Egan (Year 8) on her invitation 
to attend the Barbara Sisley Awards 
held at Parliament House. Edwina was 
recognised by the Speech and Drama 
Teachers’ Association of Queensland for 
gaining the highest mark in her AMEB 
and TCL Speech & Drama Performance 
examination in 2013. 

Loreto Tennis Teams on the 2014 
season where Loreto was awarded 
Second Place in the CaSSSA  
Percentage Trophy and Third Place 
overall. This is a marvellous effort; 
winning three premierships with four 
runners-up placements. 
The following students who were selected 
and participated in the Queensland 
Conservatorium Griffith University’s State 
Honours Ensemble Program, 2014: 
Madeleine Baker, Izabella Cehajic, 
Georgia Christie, Leah Condoleon, 
Charlotte Coorey, Renita Fernandes, 
Ciane Gallenti-Guilfoyle,  
Lauren Gleed, Caitlin Hunter,  
Meg Ingram, Kristelle Jaimes,  
Miriam Kwong, Brigitte Mastry,  
Kate Milward, Lucy Nielson,  
Rachelle Pinto, Emma Quinn,  
Hannah Radvan, Melissa Roberts, 
Chloe Schmidt, Madeleine Taylor and 
Austen Whitewood. This well respected 
program brings together the finest young 
Queensland secondary school musicians 
to work under the tutelage of a team 
of eminent international and national 
conductors.
Georgia Johnson (Year 11) who 
represented Australia at the Under-17 

Beach Volleyball 
World Championships 
in Mexico. Georgia 
travelled to California 
with the Australian team 
and participated in an 
intensive training camp 
before she headed south 
to the beautiful city of 

Acapulco, Mexico, and competed against 
the best youth volleyball players around 
the globe. 
To both Kokoda Challenge teams, 
on successfully completing the 2014 
endurance challenge. In total, the two 
teams raised over $3790 to support 
Australian Youth in need. This is the 
first time Loreto has participated in the 
event and both teams can be especially 
proud and pleased with their results after 

months of training and commitment. 
The teams were - Loreto’s Corrado 
Crew consisting of Tayla-Lea Schulz, 
Isabella Grigson, Jessica Balzano and 
Charlotte Grigson, and Loreto’s Flying 
Foxes consisting of Lucy Briggs, Jolie 
Kerwin, Austen Whitewood and Taylor 
Whitewood. 
Ella van Dyck (Year 9) who won the 
Irish Dancing 13 Years Girls’ State 
Championships.
Eloise Mahon (Year 8) on her selection 
into the MDNA Representative Netball 
Team which competed in Townsville for 
the State Age Championships. 
The Loreto Tournament of Minds team, 
consisting of Miranda Pattison,  
Caitlin Faux (Year 9), Abigail Clark, 

Loreto’s successful Corrado Crew & Flying Foxes 
Kokoda teams

Tournament of Minds team
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Sofia Reginato, Lisa Gorse and  
Sylvana Diakogeorge (Year 8), on 
winning the Regional Finals of the Social 
Science Division. 
Morgan Fleet, Charlotte Tidy and 
Teressa Le Febour (Year 8s) and  
Eilish Harvey (Year 9) who were selected 
for the Queensland Breakers Water 
Polo team and travelled to Melbourne to 
represent Queensland. 
Arabeth Ireland (Year 8) on her selection 
to represent Queensland in synchronised 
Ice-Skating at the State and National 
Championships held in October and 
November respectively. 
Anandi Padhee (Year 12) who was 
awarded First Prize in the Queensland 
History Teachers’ Association Year 
12 Modern History Historical Writing 
Competition. Congratulations also to 
Greta Carlson (Year 12) who received 
Highly Commended in the same 
competition.
Georgia Johnson (Year 11) who Co-
Captained the Australian Women’s Youth 
Indoor Volleyball team which competed in 
the Asian Indoor Championships held  
in Thailand. 
Megan Cooper (Year 8) on her  
selection to compete at a three day 
Equestrian Australian event which was 
held in Adelaide. 
Ashleigh King (Year 8) who was 
selected to represent her club in 
the Australian Physie & Dance 
Championships held in Sydney.
Tiaan Smith (Year 9) who was selected 
by Volleyball Queensland, to attend the 
U16 Future Stars Camp.
Gabrielle Djelovic (Year 9) who 
competed in the National Club 
Championships for Gymnastics in Victoria. 
Georgia Klinakis (Year 12) who 
competed in the 100 km “Brissie to the 
Bay” bike ride to support people living with 
Multiple Sclerosis. Georgia competed in 
the 50km event last year and raised over 
$8000 in total as her personal contribution 
to fight MS. 
Tiaan Smith (Year 9) who was selected to 
the Queensland U15 Volleyball Team and 
competed in the Chalice Cup.
Madison Cooley (Year 8) who  
was selected to play in the State Age 
Championships in Netball held in 
Townsville. 
Marcie Bakker, Madeleine Lloyd,  
Erin Stafford and Sheridan Tully  
(Year 12) whose work was selected for 
the Creative Generation Excellence 
Awards in Visual Art - Metropolitan 
Regional Exhibition.
Melanie Yee (Year 8) who entered the 
Newbies section in the National Computer 
Science School competition coming 17th 

in this category. Sabrina Sydney and 
Alexandra Palazzotto (Year 11) also 
participated and scored very highly in the 
Beginners’ category.
Stella Griffin, Caitlin Dixon and 
Gabrielle Djelovic (Year 9) on winning 
Second Place in the Qld Government’s 
Office of Fair Trading “Buy Smart” 
Competition. Their story of Cinderella 
and the online dating website (which, 
unsurprisingly, turned out to be a scam) 
was very well received by the judges and 
held its own against the winning entry. 
The girls won $200 as a team and $800 
for the school. 

Morgan O’Neill who became the 2014 
English Speaking Union Junior Champion. 

Mikaela DiSavia (Year 10) who travelled 
to the USA representing the Queensland 
Girls’ Futsal Academy competing 
in the U16 Youth National Futsal 
Championships. 
Sally Groffman, Alex White and  
Taylor Whitewood (Year 10) who were 
selected to enter the Premier’s Anzac 
Prize Competition organised by the 
Queensland Department of Education.
Georgia Klinakis (Year 12) and  
Austen Whitewood (Year 10) who were 
recipients of the Australian Defence Force 
Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork 
Awards. These awards recognise 
students who have displayed leadership 
qualities, teamwork, resourcefulness, 
cooperation, integrity, communication 
skills and community involvement. 
Julia Logan, Samantha Crawford  
(Year 11), Claire Delosa, Morgan Fleet, 
Ella Jones-O’Brien and  
Teressa Le Febour (Year 8) who 
competed in the Water Polo State 
Championships representing the Carina 
Leagues Warriors Water Polo Club. 

CaSSSA Premiership Teams 2014
CaSSSA Cup Percentage Trophy –  
Cross Country
Open A Volleyball
Junior A Volleyball
Junior B1 (C) Volleyball
Junior B2 (D) Volleyball
Intermediate B Netball
Junior C Netball
Intermediate B Basketball
B1 Tennis Team  
C1 Tennis Team 
E2 Tennis Team 
BWPI Water Polo Premiership Teams 2014
U16 Division C
U18 Division C
Composite District School Sport 
Representatives 2014
Taylor Chinn – Cross Country
Emily Galpin – Cross Country
Jessica Galpin - Basketball 
Rebecca Marshall – Cross Country
Samantha Nguyen – Hockey
Samantha Papas – Football
Jemma Stubbs – Cross Country
Stephanie White – Cross Country
Hannah Wixted – Cross Country
Metropolitan East School Sport 
Representatives 2014
Helena Beiers – Cross Country and  
Track & Field 
Wade Bilton – Hockey 
Georgia Bishop-Cash – Swimming SWD  
and Basketball 
Taylor Chinn – Triathlon 
Maddison Chinn – Triathlon 
Bella Danieli – Swimming 
Mikaela DiSavia – Football 
Audrey McCoster – Football 
Shannon O’Connor – Water Polo 
Sarah Novic – Track & Field 
Sidonie Smith – Track & Field 
Hannah Wixted – Swimming 
Qld School Sport Representatives 2014
Georgia Bishop-Cash – Swimming SWD
Shannon O’Connor – Water Polo 

Sporting Success

Stella Griffin, Caitlin Dixon & Gabrielle Djelovic

Morgan O’Neill

Loreto Music students who performed 
wonderfully at the Catholic Colleges’ 
Music Festival winning 14 Gold and four 
Silver Awards. Results were:
Gold Award:  
Guitar Ensemble Two, Guitar Ensemble 
One, Senior Choir, Concert Band Two, 
Sorelle, Chorale, Symphony Orchestra, 
Concert Band One, Clarinet Ensemble 
Two, Percussion Ensemble Two,  
Clarinet Ensemble One, Big Band,  
String Ensemble, Exit Stage Left 
Silver Award:  
Flute Ensemble One, Percussion 
Ensemble One, Flute Ensemble Two, 
Junior Choir



An Afternoon of Art & Music
The opening and blessing of Cruci on 

19 October this year was only the 
start of the afternoon’s festivities. It was 
followed by the College’s fifth annual Live 
& Wired Music Festival and the Art Show. 
Community members and visitors were 
able to enjoy an afternoon of art, music, 
games, delicious food, wine and  
market stalls. 

The talents of our students, the generosity 
of our parents and the strong Loreto 
community spirit all contributed to a 
wonderful afternoon. As the daylight 
faded and Cruci was lit up, the beautiful 
curves and colours of the building 
provided a magnificent backdrop for the 
entertainment on Deshon Oval.

Live & Wired Music Festival 
proudly sponsored by

The beautiful curves and colours of Cruci at night

Art Show
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An Afternoon of Art & Music
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Live & Wired



Dads and daughters gathered to  
celebrate Father’s Day at the  
annual Father’s Day Breakfast

Father’s Day Breakfast

Year 8 Mums and daughters enjoyed High Tea at the Stamford Plaza
Year 8 Mother & Daughter High Tea

The annual Year 12 Mother & Daughter Breakfast was held at Moda Portside
Year 12 Mother & Daughter Breakfast
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Celebrating Family



LIMITED
NUMBER
AVAILABLE
To order your Loreto 
Cookbook and tea-towels 
contact the Loreto College 
Development Office 
shiptonc@loreto.qld.edu.au 
or phone 3394 9957
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Winter in Ballarat

12 – Loreto Chronicle

Odds & Ends
Alison Little (Dower 2004) graduated 
with a Bachelor of Social Work with 
First Class Honours from Queensland 
University of Technology. 

Dr Kay Cohen (Barry 1959) was 
recently awarded the 2014 John 
Douglas Kerr Medal of Distinction by 
the Professional Historians’ Association 
and the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland in acknowledgement 
of her contribution over 30+ years 
to Queensland public administration 
history, and to key research areas 
of local history, cultural heritage and 
cultural tourism. Queensland Heritage 
Minister Andrew Powell presented 
the award saying that it recognised 
Kay’s “quiet, generous and prodigious 
professionalism and dedication to the 
field of Queensland history”. In addition 
to co-authoring People, Places, and 
Policies: Aspects of Queensland Public 
Administration 1859-1920 with Professor 
Ken Wiltshire, Kay has undertaken 
heritage studies for Brisbane City 
Council producing reports on Newstead 
House, Hamilton Cold Stores, Musgrave 
Park and Spring Hill.

Rhiannon 
Gimpel (2006) 
was a finalist in 
the Qld College 
of Teachers’ 
“Excellence in 
Teaching Awards”. 
Rhiannon teaches 
Home Economics 
at John Paul 
College.

A winter’s day at Loreto Ballarat

Dr Kay Cohen with Queensland Heritage  
Minister Andrew Powell 
Photo courtesy The Royal Historical Society  
of Queensland

LORETO FEDERATION

The Loreto family in Ballarat invites you to the birthplace of Loreto 
in Australia as we celebrate our 140th anniversary with the 29th 
Loreto Federation. Mother Gonzaga Barry, the founder of Loreto 
in Australia, suggested that Loreto past pupils from around the 

nation gather regularly, recommending that, “we federate so as to 
share in all the good things done by each”. 

We are excited to present a line-up of challenging and 
inspirational speakers who will each bring a unique perspective  

to the theme ‘Dare to be True’ to stimulate our  
ongoing thought and action. 

For full speaker profiles, further information or to register,  
please go to

www.loretofederation.com.au or phone 03 5329 6100
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Lannah Sweeney (1928-2014)

LPPA Spring Luncheon

belonged to the Sodality of the Holy Angels 
but its status was far below the ‘broad 
blues’ of the Children of Mary and ‘narrow 
blues’ that adorned the rest of our class. 
Lannah achieved her ‘broad blue’ on  
21 November 1945, only a couple of 
weeks before she left school.

Lannah was very clever and excellent at 
English. She was extremely widely read, 
knew an enormous amount of poetry and 
was very good at discussion of texts. She 
was very interested in religion and religious 
history. She was good at arguing her point 
with formidable opponents like Pat Brady 
and Pam Knox and I think their discussions 
amused Mother Benignus who taught us 
English and History and sometimes let 
them take over the class.

She was popular with most of the nuns, 
but was definitely not Prefect material! She 
was often in trouble for being late for class. 

In 1944, Lannah Macrossan and I were 
clearly marked as new girls at Loreto 

Toorak because we wore the wartime 
uniform. Our tunics were square-necked 
and stripeless, our blazer pocket had no 
crest and our overalls wrapped across and 
tied at the back instead of buttoning down 
the front. 
It was never quite clear why Lannah 
came to Melbourne from Loreto Convent, 
Coorparoo Brisbane. Probably it was 
thought the cooler climate might help with 
her asthma. Lannah often said she had 
been asked to leave the Brisbane convent 
because she was so naughty – I think this 
unlikely! Either way, it was an unusual 
change in wartime, when travelling from 
State to State was difficult, discouraged, 
perhaps even forbidden. 

She and I were given a ‘broad green’, a 
scrap of ribbon indicating that we now 

Her frequent excuse was that she had 
been talking to Mother Patrick who had  
just retired from her task as Superior of  
St Mary’s Hall.

Clever as she was, Maths defeated 
Lannah, despite her many hours of 
coaching by Mother Dominic (Mistress 
of School). At that time Maths was a 
pre-requisite to enter the University of 
Queensland to do an Arts Degree.  
Lannah matriculated for the University  
of Melbourne instead. 

She decided to go back to Brisbane and 
became a cadet reporter on the Brisbane 
Courier Mail. She married Brian Sweeney 
when she was very young. They had six 
children: Juliet, Robert, Elizabeth, Jeremy, 
Antonia and Catherine.

Veronica Condon (Syme 1945)

The following obituary for Lannah Sweeney was written by her friend  
Veronica Condon from Loreto Mandeville Hall. Lannah was a student at Loreto 
Cooparoo and also Glen Innes and then was sent to Melbourne for Year 11/12.  
Three of her daughters are past pupils of Loreto Coorparoo – Juliet Gallagher (1968), 
Elizabeth Clouston (1972) and Antonia Burnett (1977). Lannah’s mother,  
Eileen (Beirne) Macrossan, went to Loreto at Ballarat all the way from Brisbane. She 
had been sent to Loreto in Dublin when in Ireland as child with her father, TC Beirne. 
He loved the Loreto sisters in Dublin and was told by them about Loreto Ballarat.

DATE CLAIMER
 
LPPA AGM
6.00pm – Wednesday 20 May
Boardroom – Cruci Level 2

LPPA Spring Luncheon
Sunday 13 September
Venue to be confirmed
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Loreto Reunions

REUNION DATE CLAIMERS
 
Senior Past Pupils’ (50 Years+) 
Mass & Lunch
We warmly invite our Senior Past Pupils’ 
to join the College for Semester Two Mass 
followed by lunch. 
Date: Thursday 30 July 2015
Venue: Mass in the Mary Ward Centre 
followed by a reunion lunch
Contact: Mrs Catherine Shipton 3394 9957, 
shiptonc@loreto.qld.edu.au

Class of 1965 50 year reunion
Date: Wednesday 5 August
Further details to come!
Contact: Denzil Mills 0447 674 128, 
info@reflections-lakecooby.com.au

Class of 1995 20 year reunion
Date: Saturday 17 October 2015
Venue: Alfred & Constance,  
Fortitude Valley
Contact: Christina Ong (George)  
0408 702 302  
or Elene Kyranakos 0417 642 091
Facebook: Search ‘Loreto95’

Class of 2014 1 year reunion
Date: Friday 31 July 2015
Venue: Loreto Tasting Garden
Contact: Mrs Catherine Shipton 3394 9957, 
shiptonc@loreto.qld.edu.au

Past pupils from 1964 and earlier came together  
for Mass and a shared lunch with the current  
Year 8 students, reflecting on stories of yesteryear, 
memories of boarding school, the infamous ‘Glen 
Innes’ years, the Loreto Sisters and the lasting 
friendships that have stood the test of time.

One of the first events in the new ‘Tasting Garden’, the class of 2013 returned to Loreto to catch up with 
current Year 12s, friends and teachers.

Seniors’ Reunion

Class of 2013 1 year reunion
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much fun and shared so many laughs. I 
was able to become much more confident 
and I attribute much of my happiness and 
success today to the years I spent there. 
The Seniors’ class of ‘94 was a wonderful 
group of people and I’ll forever be grateful 
for being able to make a best friend for life 
in Clarissa Lynch. I know it sounds corny 

A few of us have really worn our hearts 
on our sleeve in this post and for a long 
time I wanted to share my feelings too but 
didn’t know exactly what I wanted to say 
until now. I hadn’t had a great experience 
at other schools. My years at Loreto were 
the best of my formative years. I had a 
great group of friends and we had so 

(I’m sure I’ve heard it in a movie), but not 
only did Loreto make me want to reach 
my potential, but realise I could. School 
is such an integral part of our personal 
growth and I can only hope that my son, 
who’s not yet one, is as lucky as I am to 
share it with such a lovely year group of 
people when he goes to high school. 

Thanks to all of you.

Planning a milestone reunion? Why not start a Facebook group?

Gathering at the Crosstown Bar at Woolloongabba, 
the ladies from the class of 1984 shared memories 
from their days at Loreto until the wee hours!

Using Facebook to reconnect, share school photos 
and plan, over 40 ladies enjoyed a fabulous  
20 year reunion. 

A wonderful night was enjoyed by the class of 1974 
at the Lord Stanley Hotel, with 47 ladies chatting 
on until after midnight! They unanimously agreed to 
have a 45 year reunion and look forward to using 
the Facebook group ‘Loreto College Class of 1974 
(Brisbane)’, to keep in touch. 

The class of 1964 celebrated not once in 2014 but 
twice, attending both the Seniors’ Reunion in July 
and the Spring Luncheon in October.

Class of 1964 50 year reunion

Class of 1984 30 year reunion

Class of 1994 20 year reunion

Class of 2004 10 year reunion

Class of 1974 40 year reunion

Organisers Steph Daigle, Lana Godfrey and the rest of their 2004 classmates certainly caught up in style at 
‘Alfred & Constance’

Facebook is such an amazing way to connect and stay connected with your fellow 
classmates. Not long after the 30 year reunion of the class of 1994,  
Alison Lipinski (Cunnington) posted this beautiful comment and agreed to share it 
with the entire Loreto community:



Carmen Felmingham, mother of  
Patrice Shaw (1980), Denise Coghill (1971) 
and Ross Felmingham (1964)
Dorothea O’Brien (Doss), sister of  
Rita Walker (McMahon 1948)
Eunice Barry, mother of Anne (1971), 
Georgina (1978) and Helen Dixon (1976)  
Dr Noel Francis Barker, father of  
Carolyn (1990) and Bridget (1993) 
Dr Desmond McGuckin, father of  
Desmond (dec’d), Susan (1972),  
Genevieve, Kate, Michael (1968) and John; 
grandfather of Anna (Year 9) and  
Claire (2009)
Rena Sozkesen, mother of Leyla (Year 9) 
and aunt of Maree Inger (Andary 2004) 

Melissa Pike married Christopher Ogden at St Stephen’s Cathedral on 18 October. (L-R) Katherine Pike (2004), 
Elizabeth Pike (2012), Melissa Pike, Christopher Ogden, Jared Fisher, Michael Ogden Fitzpatrick (2007)

Vera Virisheff, mother of Irene Valentine 
(staff) and grandmother of Nina Valentine 
(2002) and Alexandra Valentine (2008)
Terry Quinn, father-in-law of Jan Quinn 
(Pedrazzini 1977), grandfather of Ellen 
(1998), Laura (2011) and Emma (Year 11)
William Uhrle, step-father of Sidney  
(Year 11) and Louisa Brain (2011)

Alice Heathcote married Christopher Bertrand on 21 June at 
Our Lady of The Isle Church, Nantucket, MA 

Kylie Hamlet and Robert Young

Alison Dower married Daniel Little on 8 June 

(L-R) Melanie (Dibble 1993) with son Seamus and 
Tracy (Dibble 1991) with daughter Marissa,  
both born in 2012
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To Bronwen (Stanton 1996) and 
Matthew Woo, a son Jax

BIRTHS

MARRIAGES
Alison Dower (2004)  
and Daniel Little 
Amber Winter (1999)  
and John Ellway
Melissa Pike (2002)  
and Christopher Ogden 
Kathryn Naylor (1997)  
and Traves Ede
Alice Heathcote (2002)  
and Christopher Bertrand
Kylie Hamlet (2005)  
and Robert Young
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Rachel Clarke (2006)  
and Michael Jarman
Melissa Sams (2005)  
and Ashley Richmond
Katherine Pike (2004)  
and Jared Fisher

ENGAGEMENTS

DEATHS


